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                                                   Types of Antennas  

          1.  Outside Roof Mounted Log Periodic. 

                                           Pro-Very Good Gain with Large Selection Available

                                           Con- Requires Installing on the Roof of House.

          2. Indoor Non-Amplified Antennas

                   a. Non- Amplified Rabbit Ears

                                           Pro-Very Easy to use and Require Very Little Space

                                           Con- Very Limited amount of Gain.

           3. Indoor Amplified Antennas

                   b. Amplified Rabbit Ears

                                           Pro-Has much more Gain than regular Rabbit Ears

                                           Con- Not as much Gain as Amplified Tube or Log Antenna

                   c. Amplified Tube 

                                            Pro- Easy to Use and Good Choice for Mounting in Attic     

                                                    where Rabbit Ears won’t work. Good Choice when 

                                                    residential restrictions prevent the use of Roof Antenna. 

                                            Con- Typically require running long lengths of antenna wire 

                                                     and climbing into and accessing attic. Limited amount 

                                                     of gain available in some models

             4. Outdoor Amplified Antenna

                                           Pro- Offers gain while limiting the amount of space required 

                                                    for mounting. Very simple installation required. 

                                           Con- Limited amount of gain available in some models. 

                                                   Antenna Accessories
                 1. Antenna Wire- RG-6 Coax Recommended on All Antennas if possible.

                 2. Antenna Amplifier- It is recommended to either purchase a Log antenna  

                          bigger than what you think you will need or buy an amplified antenna 

                          with more gain than you will need. 

                                          Antennas Available Locally ****

1. Outside Roof Mounted Log Periodic

        a. Channel Master Model 3016 available at Lowe’s Hardware- Good for up to 30  

                         Miles. Realistic range may be closer to 20-25 miles in this terrain. 

                         Retails for $39.82

        b. Radio Shack Model VU-75 XR available at Radio Shack- Good for up to 50 

                          Miles. Realistic range may be closer to 40-45 miles in this terrain. 

                          Retails for $39.99

        c. Channel Master Model 4228 available at Crutchfields.- Good for up to 60 Miles. 

                          Realistic range may be closer to 50-55 miles in this terrain.

                          Retails for $79.99

        d. Radio Shack Model VU-90 XR available at Radio Shack- Good for up to 70 

                         Miles. Realistic range may be closer to 60-65 miles in this terrain.

                         Retails for $59.99

2. Indoor Non-Amplified Antenna

        a. Terk Model HDTVi available at Crutchfields-Recommended for apartments and 

                         condos. May also work if you live within 15-20 miles of tower site.

                         Retails for $39.99

3. Indoor Amplified Antenna

        a. Radio Shack Amplified Indoor Antenna w/ remote control. Available at Radio 

                        Shack. Retails for $49.99. No model number available off web-site.

        b. Terk TV55 Amplified Tube available at Crutchfields- Retails for $99.99

4. Outdoor Amplified Antenna

        a. Radio Shack Omni Directional Amplified Antenna available at Radio Shack.- 

                     Good for up to 30 Miles. Realistic range may be closer to 20-25 miles in this 

                      terrain. Retails for $74.99

**** It is not the intention to specify one make or model of antenna over another make and model of antenna. This information is presented solely for informational purposes. It is up to each individual viewer to shop around and decide which antenna fits your specific location, antenna mounting options and price range. 

      HDTV Reception/Antenna Problems Encountered in the Shenandoah Valley 
1. Line of Sight Issues- 

         DTV Signals generally perform best when you have a clear line of sight view to the tower site. This is why you should purchase the best antenna you can afford, mounted at the highest location available at your location. 

2. Trying to use too small of a hammer for a job that requires a big hammer. 

        Again, in HDTV reception bigger and higher is better. Especially in this area where there is a lot of mountainous terrain that will effect the quality of your reception. Would you buy the most expensive car you can afford and then put the cheapest gas you can find in it? I hope not! Likewise, buying a nice HDTV television set only to connect the cheapest antenna on the market you can find makes no sense.

3. Not installing a rotor so the antenna can be moved. 

        One of the hardest things to get used to in HDTV reception is the absence of a “snowy” picture. There will either be a good picture, or a blank black screen. When you have multiple stations that are not located on the same tower you will need to be able to peak your antenna on each station individually. In the Analog world you could peak your antenna on one station and still get enough signal from the rest of the stations to still see them and possibly even watch them. In HDTV if you are not peaked your picture will go to black and will appear to you that the station is off the air. When in fact all you need to do is move your antenna to peak the signal.
